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The ED Team

Economic Development staff

Workforce Development staff

CIRI



When to Call Us

Looking for a Building or Site you may 
not have in your inventory
You have a site you wish to promote
Looking for incentives
You need a City representative to meet 
a company
Need Site Assessment/Brownfield 
Assistance
City Hall Issues- We are the One Stop 
for Cleveland Businesses



Vacant Property 
Initiative

For substantially vacant properties 
(40% or more)
1 year Construction Loans
30 – 40% forgivable
Extra 5% forgivable for 
Green/sustainable components



Vacant Property 
Initiative

Can be used for Acquisition, 
Demolition, Site improvements, 
New Construction
If you are bringing a new tenant to 
Cleveland, the property owner can 
apply for leasehold improvements
Helps overcome obstacles to 
financing



Business Grants

Citywide
Based on new payroll to the City
Avoids Bank issues- collateral, 
years in business
Start-up Businesses are Eligible



Business Grants

Minimum of 5 new jobs in the first 
year
Does not need council approval
Grants up to $50K per year for 3 
years
Cannot apply for other programs 
unless very large job creation



Neighborhood Retail 
Assistance Program

$40,000 maximum
Interior or Exterior improvements
Furniture, fixtures, Machinery & 
Equipment
Can do restaurants
No daycares, bars, checkcashing



District of Design

New program
Special VPI Program
Up to $350,000 per build-out
Must meet Guidelines for District of 
Design
One year term
30 -35% forgivable



Staff Contacts
Tracey Nichols, Director
216-664–3611 .................................................. tnichols2@city.cleveland.oh.us
Anthony Thornton, Assistant Director
216-664–2832 ................................................. athornton@city.cleveland.oh.us
Kevin Schmotzer, Executive for Small Business Development
216-664–3720 ..............................................kschmotzer@city.cleveland.oh.us
Ifeoma Ezepue, Retail & Small Business
216-664-3622 .....................................................iezepue@city.cleveland.oh.us
Robin Brown, Manager Economic Development & Technology
216-664–3612 ..................................................... rbrown@city.cleveland.oh.us
Jeff Shoykhet, Economic Development & Technology
216-664-2202 .................................................. jshoykhet@city.cleveland.oh.us
Belinda Pesti, Manager Retention and Attraction
216-664-3682 ........................................................bpesti@city.cleveland.oh.us
Michael Cavanagh, Site Selection Assistance
216-664–3684 ....................................................dsmith2@city.cleveland.oh.us
Nate Hoelzel, Brownfield Redevelopment Manager
216-664–3627 ...................................................nhoelzel@city.cleveland.oh.us
David Ebersole, Brownfield Redevelopment 
216-664–2204 ...................................................debersole@city.cleveland.oh.us
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Building & Housing

Steady stream of permitting 
means we have lots of 
investment in the City\
We have reduced wait times on 
permits
Call us early so we can help you



Two Phase Plan Review 
Process

Site Plan/Zoning and Building Code Review
• Site Plan/Zoning Review – Confirms the location 

of new structures and assures lot consolidation or 
lot splits as well as the dimensions of certain 
aspects of a structure’s scale, size or design 
appropriateness; zoning, historic compatibility, 
design review.

• Building Code Review – Involves issues related to 
the safety and soundness of a structure’s 
construction through application of the building code

The Building Code Review of Construction documents 
commences after completion of site review issues.



Site Plan / Zoning Approval

PERMIT APPLICATON WHICH REQUIRES Site 
Plan / Zoning Review 
• Lot Split/Consolidation
• Design Review from City Planning or Landmarks
• Zoning Review 

INCLUDING:
• All New Construction and Additions
• All changes of Use and  Establish Use
• All Exterior Alterations located in Design Review 

Districts



Phase 1

Site Plan / Zoning review: 
• 4 sets of plans are required. 
• A site plan, floor plan, exterior elevations 

and a description of the project is required. 
• There is a $40.00 plan processing fee. 

If the project disturbs more than 1 acre of 
land a storm water review is required with 
the required storm water pollution prevention 
plans. There is a $500.00 plan processing 
fee. 



Phase 2

Building Code Review.
• 6 Sets of construction documents prepared 

by a design professional are required. 
• A plan processing fee $15.00 per 1000 s.f. 

of floor space is required. 
• When the plans are approved a Plan 

Approval Letter will be sent and a registered 
contractor can obtain the construction 
permits. 



www.city.cleveland.oh.us



Web Site has complete 
contact Information



Web Site has all the 
forms that are necessary



City of 
Cleveland

Department of 
Building & Housing

Ed Rybka
Director
(216) 664-2910
erybka@city.cleveland.oh.us

David Cooper
Deputy Director 
(216) 664-2927
dcooper@city.cleveland.oh.us


